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The World Association of Beet and Cane Growers, which counts 36 growers associations in 32 

countries, met on 27th November 2017 in London (United Kingdom).  

 

Climate change is a reality for farmers. By increasing the uncertainty of yields, by calling for new 

practices which often need investment and know-how, by accentuating price volatility, farming is one 

of the sectors in the world most impacted by climate change.  

 

Farmers know that they are the most impacted but are also aware that they are the ones who can act 

to mitigate the effect of climate change. 

 

This is why the meeting was dedicated to the topic of risk mitigation and management. Various tools 

developed in different countries were benchmarked: from a collective tool to face climate risk, as in 

Mauritius, to combined action between growers and insurance companies, as in Austria.  

 

But agricultural practices are also a key issue, and WABCG conducted a study in 2017 to highlight the 

importance of technical support to growers. The focus was put on mitigating risk by optimizing crop 

management. Sharing ideas and techniques are part of the solution, as we have seen today from Brazil 

to Kenya. This emphasizes the importance of international meetings for farmers; dialogue is 

indispensable to take up challenges in a world where this virtue seems to be disappearing. 

 

This is urgent. The world sugar price has lost 40% of its value this year. How can each country build a 

sustainable sugar sector without strong management risk tools? Although this can be encouraged by 

growers, it cannot happen without the support of public authorities and sugar factories, because 

farmers are merely the first link in the chain, before factories and consumer. The response can only be 

collective! 


